




Berklee City Music Wins
        2009 Coming Up Taller Award

From left: First Lady Laura Bush; Erica Telisnor, Berklee City Music student; J. 
Curtis Warner Jr., executive director, Berklee City Music; Eileen Mason, senior 
deputy chairman of the NEA.

A delegation from Berklee City Music joined First Lady Laura Bush at the White House on November 14, 2008, to receive 
the prestigious Coming Up Taller Award. J. Curtis Warner Jr., executive director of Berklee City Music, and Krystal Banfield, 
Ph.D., director of City Music Boston, were among those honored at the ceremony. The City Music All Stars, composed of 
outstanding City Music students and led by assistant professor Winston Maccow, were the evening’s featured artists, 
performing “Flight to Jordan” by Tito Puente, “Dem Gone” by The Gentlemen, and “September” by Earth, Wind & Fire.

Coming Up Taller is an initiative of the President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities, the National Endowment 
for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Institute of Museum and Library Sciences. The awards 
honor and support excellence in arts and humanities programs that lay new pathways to learning, self-discovery, and 
achievement outside the regular school day. Recipient programs motivate youth to acquire new skills and knowledge and 
provide opportunities for them to succeed and contribute to their communities.

The following City Music 
and City Music Continuing 

Scholarship students 
performed as All Stars at 

the White House: 

David Alexis  
Adriel Ferguson

Keithen Foster
Jessica Johnson

Erin Lyder
Josué Maldonado

Alex Macrides
Abraham Olivo
Apollo Payton

Joseph Santiago
Erica Telisnor
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Music education 
major Lisa Garver 
uses music and 
movement to 
supplement the 
mathematics and 
English literacy 
curriculum at 

 the Young 
Achievers Science 
& Mathematics 
Pilot School, a 
Boston Public 
School in Jamaica 
Plain. Garver’s 

success in the Community Service Work-Study Program lead to the 
establishment of two additional student positions at the school and the 
further integration of music and art into the curriculum. Said Garver, 
“This work-study job has definitely helped me explore areas of music 
education that were previously unfamiliar to me; particularly teaching 
in an urban setting. I love it and know this is exactly what I want to do 
with my future career.”

Leaders Rise: Berklee’s New Force
Creating Jobs, Developing Networks,

Empowering the Next Generation
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“It’s the best. This job is da bomb,” said Jesús Martinez 
when speaking with a fellow Berklee student who  

was recruited to join him teaching music to youth in 
Dorchester. Martinez is one of 40 Berklee students receiving 

on-site professional training at 13 different organizations 
while earning an excellent wage through Berklee’s 

Community Service Work-Study Program. Other positions 
include sound engineers, literacy tutors, arts administration 

assistants, outreach coordinators, and many more.

Jennifer Ayala and Timothy Woo are two of five Berklee student 
employees teaching voice, percussion, piano, guitar, and bass 

to young people at Hyde Square Task Force in Jamaica Plain. 
Participating middle and high school students are currently mixing 

and mastering their latest recordings and will hold a CD release 
party at Berklee’s Cafe 939 on May 15, 2009. Ayala had this to 

say about her experience in the Community Service Work-Study 
Program: “I think it’s wonderful that Berklee provides  

off-campus job opportunities to its students, connecting us 
with the communities that exist outside of school.  This gives 

students like me a chance to interact with people of many 
different cultures and backgrounds, while gaining professional 

work experience through music. Plus the money I earn  
really helps me pay my bills and buy groceries!”

PHOTOS: TOP LEFT: COURTESY OF MUSIC & YOUTH INITIATIVE /  TOP RIGHT: ABRIA SMITH /  ALL OTHERS: LAUREL KILBOURN



                               

Associate professor Prince Charles Alexander conducted 
music production and engineering workshops for youth at 
Hyde Square Task Force, the Blue Hill Boys & Girls Club, and 
Sociedad Latina in February and March 2009. During the 
sessions, Alexander listened to songs written and recorded 
by youth on site and provided constructive feedback on how 
to improve the production values and take their projects to 
the next level. Also pictured are Sociedad youth participants, 
Berklee work-study employees, and Berklee alumnus 
Hernando Buitrago (‘06), who was hired by Sociedad as 
their full-time music program coordinator. 

Alumnus Rick Aggeler (‘05), 
is one of several Berklee 
graduates employed by 
partners of the Office of 
Community and Govern- 
mental Affairs. After  
getting his start at the  
Blue Hill Boys & Girls Club  
as a student employee  
with the Community Service 
Work-Study Program, Aggeler 
was hired after graduating 
to manage the new Blue  
Hill Music ClubHouse, a 

partnership between the Club, Berklee and the Music & Youth Initiative. 
Three other alumni, Corey Goldsmith (‘08), David Bickel (‘05), and Hernando 
Buitrago (‘06), hold similar positions at the West End House Boys & Girls Club,  
the Merrimack Valley YMCA, and Sociedad Latina.
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“My day was great… 
working with kids and 
music… there’s nothing 
better than that,” said 
alumnus Zach Nazar (‘08), 
who, immediately after 
graduating, secured 
employment at both Mel  
King’s South End Technology 
Center (SETC) and Inquilinos 

Boricuas en Acción (IBA).  Nazar gained experience as a community  
music educator working at SETC and IBA through Berklee’s Community 
Service Work-Study Program. “Zach’s strength is his ability to be in tune 
with his students and sensitive to their gifts,” said King.

Public Service through Music Club 
student leader Alvin Foster mobilized 
a force of Berklee students to paint 
the new recording studio and synth 
lab of partner organization Sociedad 
Latina on Saturday, February 28, 
2009. The new facilities are part of 
Sociedad’s Music ClubHouse, which 
provides professional development to 
five Berklee student employees who 
teach piano, voice, percussion, guitar, 
bass, and music production and 
engineering to 40 youth every week 
in Mission Hill.

Programs are exploding                                                                                        as the neighborhood-based network 
developed by the Office of Community and Governmental Affairs produces more  
and more rewarding full-time employment for alumni, meaningful part-time jobs  
for students, and enriching outreach initiatives for faculty and staff. Both Berklee and  
our community partners benefit when musicians rise as leaders.



“Your students are amazing!” said Billy Taylor, D.M.E., H’81, of the Berklee City Music Saturday School and 
Continuing Scholarship students who performed during his master class in the David Friend Recital Hall on January 
13, 2009.  The legendary pianist and forefather of jazz scholarship commended the City Music Program for 
“providing the community, the love and the passion for music, which is critical for young people and for 
preserving the authenticity of the music.”

City Music Welcomes Billy Taylor

   Quincy Jones 
                      Announces First Annual 
              Musiq Consortium
                     

KUDOS CORNER
Visting artist Billy Taylor, D.M.E., H’81, 

was so impressed with City Music 

Continuing Scholarship Recipient 

Abraham Olivo during February’s  

master class that Taylor offered him  

a job on the spot to work this summer  

as a faculty member of Jazzmobile,  

the internationally renowned jazz 

education and performance program  

that he founded in 1964.
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 BETCHA DIDN’T KNOW
Berklee’s neighbors in the Back Bay and Fenway have contributed a great 

deal of time and energy to help the college and the Boston Redevelopment 

Authority (BRA) plan for Berklee’s growth.  After two years of hard work, 

the plan is taking shape, and the college submitted its Institutional Master 

Plan Notification Form to the BRA in January 2009. Berklee would like to 

thank the following people and their respective organizations for their  

ongoing dedication to the BRA’s Berklee Community Task Force and for their 

profound commitment to the healthy development of the neighborhood: 

   Quincy Jones 
                      Announces First Annual 
              Musiq Consortium
                     

Grammy Award-winning producer, arranger, composer, and  
Berklee alumnus Quincy Jones cited Berklee City Music as a model  
for youth music programs during his address at the Q Prize gala  
on November 13, 2008. Named in his honor, the Q Prize, awarded  
by the Harvard School of Public Health, was created to recognize  
and promote extraordinary leadership on behalf of children.  

Plans were also announced for a national summit, the first annual Musiq 
Consortium, that will bring together music industry and nonprofit 
leaders to focus on catalyzing a movement to provide music education 
as a public health intervention for at-risk youth. “I eagerly anticipate 
furthering the message of music as a tool for bringing young people 
together in a common cause for mankind,” said Jones.

Representatives from Berklee City Music and the Berklee City Music 
National Network have been invited to participate at the upcoming 
summit, which will take place at Time Warner’s corporate headquarters  
in New York on April 29, 2009.  

…continued from cover story

Task Force Members
Susan Ashbrook, Neighborhood Association of the Back Bay 

Tim Horn, Fenway Civic Association 

Valerie Hunt, Area Resident 

Gail Korn, Area Resident 

Meg Mainzer-Cohen, President and Executive Director, Back Bay Association 

Kelly Brilliant, Executive Director, Fenway Alliance 

Sean McKinley, Fenway Civic Association 

Richard Pendleton, Fenway CDC 

Karla Rideout, Fenway Resident 

Ellen Shortell, Neighborhood Association of the Back Bay 

Barbara Brooks Simons, Acting President, Symphony United Neighbors 

Bill Smith, President, Mass. Ave. Shines

Elected Officials
Michael Ross, President, Boston City Council 

Byron Rushing, State Representative 

Marty Walz, State Representative

City Agents
John F. Palmieri, Director, Boston Redevelopment Authority 

Gerald Autler, Senior Project Manager/Planner, Boston  
Redevelopment Authority

Brenda McKenzie, Director of Economic Development, Boston 
Redevelopment Authority

William Onuoha, Neighborhood Coordinator, Mayor’s Office  

of Neighborhood Services
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May 2 – City Music Mentoring Program Completion Ceremony
May 3 – City Music Saturday School Completion Ceremony
May 3 – City Music Saturday Preparatory School Completion Ceremony
May 15 – Berklee hosts Hyde Square Task Force CD release party at Cafe 939

June 25 – City Music Summer Preparatory Workshop begins

July 9 – Tito Puente Latin Music Series Opening Concert @ Mozart Park in Jamaica Plain
July 11 – Berklee Five-Week Summer Performance Program begins
July 16, 23, 30 – Tito Puente Latin Music Series @ O’Day Park in the South End 
July 22 – Swingin’ in Mother’s Rest @ Mother’s Rest Playground in the Back Bay Fens
  
August 2 – Jazz at the Fort @ Highland Park in Roxbury
August 6 – PULSE Summer Institute begins
August 8, 9, 10 – Berklee City Music Festival @ Berklee College of Music
August 11 – Berklee City Music Blowout Concert @ Berklee Performance Center

griot 
is made possible through Berklee’s community partners and
the staff of the President’s Office of Education Outreach.

Edited by Laurel Kilbourn and James McCoy

1140 Boylston Street, MS-921 EDCOM
Boston, Massachusetts 02215-3693  
U.S.A

berklee.edu

calendar of events contact information

mailing address:
President’s Office of Education Outreach
Berklee College of Music
1140 Boylston Street
MS-921 EDCOM
Boston, MA 02215 

street address: 
921 Boylston Street, Suite 100
Boston, MA 

tel: 617 747-2447
fax: 617 747-2100
email: communityaffairs@berklee.edu
website: berklee.edu/community




